Studies in
2 Corinthians se®  Lesonxv

Text: 2 Corinthians 8:16-24 (NIV)

16 I thank God, who put into the heart of Titus the same concern I
have for you. 17 For Titus not only welcomed our appeal, but he is
coming to you with much enthusiasm and on his own initiative. 18 And
we are sending along with him the brother who is praised by all the
churches for his service to the gospel. 19 What is more, he was chosen
by the churches to accompany us as we carry the offering, which we
administer in order to honor the Lord himself and to show our
eagerness to help. 20 We want to avoid any criticism of the way we
administer this liberal gift. 21 For we are taking pains to do what is
right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of men.

22 In addition, we are sending with them our brother who has often
proved to us in many ways that he is zealous, and now even more so
because of his great confidence in you. 23 As for Titus, he is my partner
and fellow worker among you; as for our brothers, they are
representatives of the churches and an honor to Christ. 24 Therefore
show these men the proof of your love and the reason for our pride in
you, so that the churches can see it.

Discussion Questions

1. In God’s family, we have brothers and sisters who are at different
stages of growth and spiritual maturity. Implied in verse 16 is
that Christians should have the same for one
another. (see also Phil. 2:2).




2. What's the best attitude and motivation for coming to fellowship
and worship wit h God’s people each week? (vs. 17)

3. When it came to collecting the funds that the Corinthians had
raised for the Christian relief effort (vv 1-15), what specific
measures did Paul take to ensure accountability? (vv. 18-22).

4. What was it that qualified these three Christians to handle the
church’s money? (vv. 18, 22, 23) Why didn’t Paul manage the
offering himself?

5. How did Paul expect the church at Corinth to receive these
servants of God? (vs.24) Why is it especially important to show
love to Christians from other congregations?
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